PENTECOST SUNDAY
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic there will be no masses in either The Church of the Most Holy Rosary, Ashford or St. Joseph’s, Glenealy until further notice. The Church of the Most Holy Rosary, Ashford is open for private prayer.

Confirmations and First Communions.
The First Communions and Confirmations have been deferred to a future date. Confirmation of the new dates will be announced later in the year.

Blessing of the Graves.
The Blessing of the Graves in Glenealy on Saturday 18th July and in Killoughter on Tuesday 21st July have been deferred until
later in the year.

DONATE ONLINE
It is now possible to donate to Ashford/Glenealy Parish online. Should you wish to do so logon to ashfordglenealyparish.com
scroll down till you locate the “Donate” button. Click the button and follow the instructions.

TRÓCAIRE
Every year Trócaire asks for your help during Lent to fund lifesaving programmes around the world. Therefore, Trócaire are
appealing to you to return your Lenten donation. Simply count or estimate what is in your box and donate in the following
ways: 1. Online at www.trocaire.org 2. By phone: 1850 408 408 (ROI) or 0800 912 1200 (NI) 3. By post to Trócaire,
Maynooth, Co. Kildare 4. Check with your local parish on how to safely return your donation (**If it is possible and safe for
people to return donations to your parish, please include those details here**) The contents of each and every Trócaire box,
no matter how small, come together to make a significant difference. This virus knows no borders, but neither does our compassion. Suggested paragraph for use during online/radio masses This weekend with the blessings of the Irish Bishops Conference, we are asking you to return your
A PENTECOST REFLECTION OF
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After his resurrection, at the moment in which he returned to his Father, Jesus pours out the Spirit upon his disciples and makes them sharers in his own mission. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the disciples went out on the first Pentecost Sunday and began to preach the Good News to peoples from all parts of
the then known world.
The Spirit enabled the apostles to speak a message which was understandable to all. The Spirit enabled them to teach a message that was relevant and understandable to the lives and the concrete realities of peoples of different backgrounds. The message of Jesus is a universal one, not just in the sense that it has
spread right around the world, but above all in that no one, no people is excluded from that message or from the community that Jesus’ message constructs.
The disciples of Jesus are brought together in unity by the Holy Spirit. You cannot be a solo-Christian. Christianity is a faith that demands the building of community. The Church is called, according to the opening words of the Vatican Council’s Constitution on the Church, to be “a sign and a sacrament of the unity in
Jesus Christ of all humankind”. Wherever Church exists, it must be a sign for all to see of unity and community.
We all need community. Community is not just for the few who are naturally gregarious. We need something more than a vague good neighbourliness based on
living next-door to each other without enmity or undue friction. We all need real community.
In our times – for the first time in human history – more than half of the world’s population lives in an urban setting. Modernity fosters urban life. The Archdiocese of Dublin is predominantly an urban diocese, though partly rural. Building urban community is a major challenge. Where the building of urban community fails, the results come in social breakdown, violence and alienation. Where urban community is built up, we have that extraordinary sense of care and solidarity which for generations marked the best of our inner cities. In the current crisis, we have seen great examples of spontaneous community support.
As we return towards a normalisation of Church life, we have to create focal points of community within our huge urban conglomerations. For too long we have
given the name “development” to a process of simply building houses on the fringes of our cities, without any of the infrastructures to support community. Society needs community.
We live in a world in which for many individualism, self-expression and self-sufficiency become the driving force of human activity. Growth, progress, economic interest and profit can often be pursued for their own sake, without any regard for the consequences for other areas of life, whether on the poor and excluded, or the environment, or on the global good of inclusion.
The freedom given by the Spirit is not an individualistic freedom. The freedom that comes from the Spirit unites. The freedom that comes from the Spirit overcomes division. We all need community, but we must all construct community.
The “Creator Spirit” is the one who helps us steer the path of human progress in another direction, within a framework respectful of God’s design for his creation, forcing us to transform our individualism and self-centeredness into a response of generosity. Society needs community. Society needs a Church which
witnesses to community and care.

